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Name:  ●​ Whitney Hanley 

Overview of Lesson:  Centering the Black Disabled Voices in Movements to 
Make Change 

●​ In this lesson we emphasize the influence of Black 
disabled activists on the disability rights movement 
and ultimately the experience of students with 
disabilities. Intersectionality is the focus of 
discussion. Students will be provided with an 
introduction to the parallels of the history of 
inclusion and exclusion of Black Americans and 
people with disabilities. Specifically, we will engage 
students with images and video clips 
demonstrating what education and access was like 
for people with disabilities prior to Civil Rights Act 
legislation and why intersectionality was important 
in the movement for change.  

Library of Congress Resources:  ●​ Civil Rights Disability Rights Website 
●​ 1977-504 Sit In 
●​ Library of Congress Civil Rights Primary sources 
●​ Free yourself, free the panther image 
●​ Final plans for march on Washington 
●​ Black Activism Gallery 
●​ https://disabilityhistory.org/ 
●​ Black panther convention 

Instruction for Task(s):  ●​ Engagement:  
○​ Students will watch a video clip about Brad 

Lomax.  

●​ Discussion:  
○​ Students will discuss the parallels between 

the civil rights movement and the disability 
rights movement. Themes: inclusion and 
accessibility 

●​ Model:  
○​ Share specific examples and links to primary 

sources from the LOC and demonstrate how 
to use the archives. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bKcQBc2mYpJCWh_EfLRmXJfRu4wMtBSfsNqq3-9pg70/edit?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10E7hOp0698Gx3y58gLcGtA1qtBDUGj-S/view?usp=drive_link
https://americanhistory.si.edu/explore/exhibitions/everybody/citizens/civil-rights-disability-rights
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/504-sit-in-san-francisco-1977-disability-rights-advocacy
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/civil-rights-act/civil-rights-era.html
https://www.loc.gov/item/2015649390/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2014645600/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/search/?q=rfcr&st=gallery
https://disabilityhistory.org/
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2003688170/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/brad-lomax-documentary/33589/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/brad-lomax-documentary/33589/


●​ Question to explore: How has Black activism 
influenced change and accessibility for students 
with disabilities?  

●​ Activity 
○​ Divide students into small groups and give 

them resources to analyze one primary 
source using the LOC archives. 

●​  Selected Digital Collections of primary sources:  
○​ Free yourself, free the panther image 
○​ Final plans for march on Washington 

○​ 1977-504 Sit In 
○​ Black panther convention 
○​ https://disabilityhistory.org/ 

 
●​ Discussion 

○​ Reflect on the themes of inclusion and 
accessibility:  

■​ How the civil rights movement and 
Black disabled activist influence the 
experience of individuals with 
disabilities? 

■​ What can we learn about 
intersectionality and its impact on 
making change and meeting the 
needs of diverse learners? 

Student Work:  Hanley_Student Work 

Images:   

●​  

●​ Tom Olin. “ADAPT disability activists 
surround statue of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and reinforce disability rights as 
a civil rights issue. Smithsonian. 

https://www.loc.gov/item/2015649390/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2014645600/
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/504-sit-in-san-francisco-1977-disability-rights-advocacy
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2003688170/
https://disabilityhistory.org/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ivdDVK2cYlCwkjIOthczSZ_lZNNGco49/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101636948468174564581&rtpof=true&sd=true


https://everybody.si.edu/media/123  

●​  

Title: Handicapped Win Demands -- End H.E.W. 
Occupation. The Black Panther Intercommunal News 
Service. May 7, 1977. 
https://disabilityhistory.org/2021/12/19/the-504-protest
s-and-the-black-panther-party/  

●​  
●​ https://tpsteachersnetwork.org/single-group/tps-c

ommons/black-panther-party-member-bradley-lom
ax-and-organizer-judy-heumann-at-the-rally-in-lafay
ette-park-in-washingtonjpg 
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