CHILDRENS LITERATURE AND THE DEVELOPMENT

OF BLACK IDENTITY
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) ﬂjq- ( HOW DO CHILDREN'S BOOK SHAPE HOW CHILDREN
2 ( UNDERSTAND THEMSELVES AND THE WORLD?
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Chlldren S books are tools of

SOCIALIZATION "\f»
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TODAY WE WILL EXPLORE ..

e children’s books as historical archives of childhood
* how literature shapes identity and social
understanding

* how stories influence child development

* how representation impacts how children see

themselves



< TIMELINE OF LITERATTL

THE CHILD’S ANTI SLAVERY BOOK

Teach children about slavery, it was morally wrong? - Moral
Development

UNCLE TOMS CABIN - PICTURE BOOK

Emotional Development - empathy, compassion, knowledge

DIDDIE DUMPS & TOTS

stories centered around listening to Black elders telling stories
about childhood - sociocultural learning

ABC IN DIXIE

alphabet book set on a plantaﬂpn , caricature - how are black
people portrayed - racial socialization

THE BROWNIES BOOK \
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GROUP
ANALYSIS

e HOW ARE BLACK CHILDREN PORTRAYED?
o WHAT LESSONS DO THESE BOOKS TEACH?
e WHO CREATED THESE STORIES?
o \WHO WAS THE INTENDED AUDIENCE?
e CHOOSE AN EXCERPT THAT EXEMPLIFIES THE BOOK
o \WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING DURING THIS TIME
PERIOD?
o RACERELATIONS? WHO WROTE THE STORY?




' DEVELOPMENT CONNECTION

O DEVELOPMENTALTHEORIES

choose one to two developmental theories that come to mind with
the text that you choose that are negatively or positively
impacted by the text and make your case

include the name of the theory
A synopsis of the part of the theory you are referring
show 2 - 3 pieces of evidence & analyze

Erikson’s theory of identity development, Bronfenbrenner’s
ecological systems theory, or Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory of
learning.

WHAT SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN A DEVELOPMENTALLY
o REALISTIC CHILDRENS BOOK ROOTED IN IDENTITY
DEVELOPMENT.




Lets take a look at a few
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HOW ARE BLACK CHILDREN
PORTRAYED?

. In this story, black children are
portrayed as uneducated property
of the slave masters. They are

- described as helpless in the sense

that their parents cannot save
them from torture or being sold.
These children display eagerness
and excitement to learn and face
intimidating treatment, including
threats to be sold as punishment
for trying to.

Tenai Waller-McNair

WHAT LESSONS DO THESE
BOOKS TEACH?

2.1t teaches children about
slavery and convinces them
that it was wrong, to build
empathy, and to inspire them
to support freedom and
fairness for all people.

WHO WAS THE INTENDED
AUDIENCE?

3.dulia Colman, a white
American writer and
abolitionist, wrote this
story.

WHO WAS THE INTENDED
AUDIENCE?

4.The intended audience was
American children. Colman
wanted to subtly represent that

slavery was morally wrong and

motivate children to join the
abolitionists




CHOOSE AN EXCERPT THAT EXEMPLIFIES THE BOOK
WHAT ELSE IS HAPPENING DURING THIS TIME PERIOD?

An expert that exemplifies the book is “| would like to how to learn to
read.” “You would, would you!” said Dick(Lewis’s massa), “You would
like to read to Tom and Sam, down on a Louisiana plantation, in sugar
time, when you’d nothing else to do, | suppose. Ha ha ha! ” This excerpt
shows that during this time period, slaves who were not owned within a
family were on a plantation field.

J

The Child’s Anti Slavery Book was written in 1859 L ~ RACE RELATIONS?

£ Child argues that race does not determine a person’s worth or intelligence.
She believes differences come from prejudice and lack of opportunity, and
that all people are equal.

enai Waller-McNair




Jean-Jacques Rousseau

Rousseau believed that children develop
naturally in stages and should be allowed to grow
at their own pace. He argued that childhood is a
unique and important period that should be
protected from harsh labor and adult

Anti-child slavery movements helped change how | responsibilities.
society understands childhood and development. ﬁ Jean Piaget
Instead of_V|eW|ng children as small adults or OQ Piaget’s theory focused on how children think
workers, thinkers like Jean-Jacques Rousseau, ) - r and learn at different ages. He showed that
Jean Piaget, and Lev Vygotsky showed that | children’s thinking develops in stages, proving

children Srow through important mental they are not simply smaller adults and need time
? and education to fully develop.

physical, and social stages that require
protection, education, and support. These ideas
influenced global efforts, including work by the Vygotsky emphasized that children learn through
United Nations and the Convention on the Rights social interaction and guidance from others. His
of the Child, which recognize that children have’ theory highlights the importance of environment,

Lev Vygotsky

support, and education in helping children

the right to develop safely and be free from develop properly.

exploitation. Overall, developmental theory
helped prove that child slavery is harmful Urie Brofenbrenner
because it disrupts healthy growth and learning. - _ ;
¢ Brofenbrenners theory considers the environment
and connections between different environments. It
also highlights external components, including

cultural and societal factors, laws, values, and the
dimension of time.




The Child’s Anti-Slavery Book is an early example of literature written specifically to teach
children about slavery. Reading The Child’s Anti-Slavery Book highlights how powerful
education can be in shaping values from a young age. The book is both inspiring and

uncomfortable, it shows how children were exposed to harsh realities to teach them about
justice. While some of the content may feel intense for young readers today, it reflects our
history
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(AROUP. ANALYSIS

(Sydney) Who created these stories?
The book was created by Harriet Beecher Stowe and American author and abolitionist. She wrote books that promoted the
end of slavery as well as women’s rights and social justice. She wrote this book in response to the Fugitive Slave Act, which
required all people to help capture runaway slaves. She felt this act added to the dehumanization of slaves and wrote Uncle

Tom’s Cabin. “
(Mark)Who was the intended audience?
The intended audience for this book is young children of color but this story also serves as a warning towards mothers of

colored children during this time period to display how cruel the world of slavery could be and the lengths you must be
willing to go to in order to protect their child from the potential dangers of slavery.

(Everyone)Choose an excerpt that exemplifies the book
Example #1 : When Eliza escapes across the icy river to save her son, showing her courage and a mother’s love in the face of
slavery.

Example #2 : When Tom is sold away from his family, showing the pain and injustice of slavery and how families were
separated. =
Example #3 : Tom looked up quietly and said he would rather suffer than do wrong. This shows willingness to endure ¥
hardships rather than betray his values. —~ P
Example #4 : “Oh children dear, ‘twas sad to hear, that for the trader’s gold, to that hard-hearted evil man her own sweet
boy was sold” This shows how the lives of black people were undervalued at this time, each walking around with-a price tag.

Example #5 : When uncle tom spent tom spent time with eva “Eva dear, you are better than | am. I'm a poor,'miserable

critter; but | love the lord mﬁ}g / iéq
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Book Summary

Diddie, Dumps, and Tot; Or, Plantation Child-Life by Louise-Clarke Pyrnelle is a collection of
short stories about three young white sisters growing up on a Southern plantation before the Civil
War. The book focuses on their dally lives, playing, celebrating holidays, listening to stories, and
being cared for by enslaved Black caregivers like Mammy. It presents plantation life as warm,
joyful, and family-oriented, emphasizing childhood innocence and tradition. However, the
narrative reflects a highly romanticized and biased view of slavery, ignoring its violence and
oppression.

S important things to know about the book

e It romanticizes slavery: The book portrays enslaved people as happy and loyal, which is
historically inaccurate and reflects harmful stereotypes.

e It reflects its time period: Written after the Civil War, it supports “Lost Cause” ideas that
Idealize the Old South.

e It should be read critically: For education majors, it's important to question whose
perspectives are shown and how this kind of story can miseducate students about history.




How are black children portrayed ?

e Friendly with their slave owners § their children

e Enjoying slavery

e Worthy of being called something less than their real
names which is portryaed at “ pet names” that is
where Diddie, Dumps § Tot came from

e “wicked” when not being obedient

e Literate Ex: Diddie writes a book

What lesson does the book teach?
teaches both simple moral lessons and deeper, more problematic ideas. On the surface, the story encourages
children to be obedient, kind, and respectful, showing how the young characters learn to behave properly within
their family and community. However, beneath these basic lessons, the book promeotes the acceptance of an unequal

social system by portraying plantation life as peaceful and slavery as normal or even positive. Enslaved Black
characters are depicted as loyal and happy, which reinforces the false idea that slavery was harmless and justified.
Through this perspective, the book teaches readers especially its intended audience of white Southern children to

view social hierarchy and racial inequality as natural and acceptable, while also romanticizing life in the Old

South.

How are Black children
portrayed?

What lessons do these
books teach?
Who created these
stories?

Who was the intended
audience?
choose an excerpt that
exemplifies the book
what else is happening
during this time period?
race relations? Who

..... ‘A ‘I‘A A‘Alﬁ‘.o



WHAT WAS HAPPENING DURING THE TIME THIS BOOK WAS RELEASED?

DIDDIE, DUMPS, AND TOT: OR
PLANTATION CHILD-LIFE WAS
PUBLISHED IN 1882. THIS WAS AROUND
THE TIME PERIOD WHEN CHATTEL
SLAVERY WAS OFFICIALLY ABOLISHED.
HOWEVER, MANY BLACK PEOPLE
STILL WORKED UNDER THE AUTHORITY
OF WHITE PEOPLE, OFTEN WORKING
WITH THE SAME CROPS AND ON THE
SAME LAND AS THEY DID WHEN THEY
OR THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS WERE
SLAVES, THROUGH SHARECROPPING.

THIS MOST LIKELY AFFECTED THE WAY
THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN, AS THE
WRITER OFTEN ROMANTICIZED THE
WAY ENSLAVED AFRICANS FELT
ABOUT SLAVERY.

XOE CHALK
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Race relations? Who wrote the story?

During this time, race relations were really unequal. Black Americans didn’t
have the same rights as white people; they were often prevented from voting,
had limited access to good education, and faced a lot of discrimination.
Violence was also a big issue, including lynching, which made everyday life
even more dangerous.

At the same time, a lot of books and media spread stereotypes and made
slavery seem less harsh than it actually was. Diddie, Dumps, and Tot was
written by Louise-Clarke Pyrnelle, a white Southern author, and her
perpective helps explain why the book presents plantation life as more
positive and ignores the real struggles Black people faced.

Zlyah Bailey



Development Connection

Developmental Theories & Children’s Books

Erikson’s Identity Theory
Erik Erikson says children learn who they are from what they see and experience.
e The book only shows Black children as happy and carefree
e Ignores history and real struggles
e Can lead to a limited or unrealistic sense of identity
Vygotsky’s Sociocultural Theory
Lev Vygotsky says children learn from their environment, including books.
e The story makes plantation life seem normal
e Uses stereotypes
e Can teach inaccurate ideas about race and history
What Kids’ Books Should Include
e Honest and accurate history
e Diverse and realistic characters
e No stereotypes
e Both joy and struggle (age-appropriate)
e Positive, meaningful representation
Why It Matters:
Books shape how children see themselves and the world, so they should support healthy
identity development.
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They tried to portray black children in a stereotypical way. They made them seem childish
and carefree, even when working. They had the children speak with a bad dialect and
seemed uneducated. They also exaggerate their features.
2.What lessons do these books teach?
This book taught the children that black people are inferior and that racism is normal. It
also normalized black people being in labor roles and taught the black child that plantations
are a positive thing.
3. Who created these stories?
These stories were created not only by caucasian authors, but rather a system of beliefs
and racism which stemmed from Jim Crow laws. Books like this one further pushed the
stereotypical views of plantation life and racial prejudices against African Americans.

4. Whos the intended audience of this book?
The intended audience of this book is young children, and it is mostly aimed at
predominantly white families in the south, reflecting the social attitudes of that time

k.



5.Wheﬁ .was this book written?

The book ABC in Dixie was written in 1936, and it was mainly talked about in history classes because of
what it shows about society around the time it was published.

6.Choose an excerpt that exemplifies the book
“A is for aunty de oldes' er all, she rocks all us chillun ler sleep in her shawl”
| feel like this excerpt exemplifies the book because it shows plantation life as what plantation owners
wanted you to think it was and not as it actually was. This line starts off with the sterotype of plantation
life being easy and romanticizes slavery. This first line sets the tone for the rest of the book.

/.What else is happening during this time period?

During this time period the Jim Crow era was in full effect and segregation laws were widespread in the
South. The United States was going through the Civil War. The book was actually written than the time
period that the book represents. During the actual time that it was written people in the South were
promoting a less accurate view and opinions of what was going on during that period.

8.race relations? Who wrote the story?
The book represents the Civil War South and how the time period it represents was shaped by inequality.
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Developmental Theories

Erik Erikson- Psychosocial Development Theory

“ABC In Dixie” connects to Erikson’s stage of Industry vs. Inferiority, which takes place during early

school years. During this developmental period, children are gaining a sense of competence and

confidence in their abilities through learning and school. Because this book depict racist stereotypes

and offensive imagery based on the Jim Crow era, it could make black children who read it feel inferior

= \} to their peers, shaping their identity in a degrading way. It may influence children to feel incompetent
and see themselves negatively during a crucial time of development.

Sociocultural Theory - Lev Vygotsky

This theory talks about how children are shaped through social interactions and
that their thinking is shaped by culture, language, and environment.

How it connects:

e Plantation life is seen as ordinary and just, so that children are unaware of the
harsh reality of slavery

e Southern Language shapes how children think about the characters and their

culture, shaping the way black children think about themselves

T
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When you first look at the cover of the ABC Dixie book,
it appears to be a simple ABC book, but it actually
sends harmful messages to the children who read it.
They portray black children as disobedient, childish,
and always wanting to play around. The messages in
the book rely on stereotypes and make black people
seem like they are not intelligent. The book also makes
it seem like plantation life is enjoyable and peaceful,
and that black people love working there. This ignores
the reality of racism and the oppression that black
people faced. It teaches the black kids that the unfair
treatment they are getting is normal. The book uses
media to shape black people's beliefs at a young age.
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; HOI ARE BLACK CILDREN PORTRAYED?

Black children are portrayed in an
empowering way. They are shown as happy
and proud of their identity.

X Paris



It encourages African

American students to feel
confident in who they are BUUKS I[A[:H?
and valuing their own Sy <Y

cultures. It also teaches
children to understand their
worth through their roles in
the community.

Brielle



WHO GREATED THESE STORIES?

The stories were created by W.E.B Du Bois
and other African American writers, poets

and educators. Du Bois started the project

and allowed other African Americans to

contribute stories that would uplift Black
children.

Carlton



D RS THE
ITENDED AUDENCE?

The book is mainly for black

children and families, but it is

also for children to learn about

diversity and respect.

Tanasia
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WHAT ELSE [ RAPPENING
DURING ThES TIME PERIOD?

This book was published during the Harlem
Renaissance that took place in the 1920s and early
1930s. African Americans began expressing their
culture through art and music whilst celebrating
who they are.

Paris
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66 The book reflects the experience of
black families and promotes positive
representation It challenges past

books that ignored or misrepresented. ’ ’

Tanasia




EPUENTALTHEDRES.
FRIK ERICKSON (THEDRY OF IDENTITY
DEELOPNET)

e Synopsis of theory: Children develop
a sense of identity and confidence
through social experiences &
representation

e "To teach them to know their own
history and achievements."- This
supports the idea of developing a
sense of self-worth through cultural
knowledge.



[EV IYGOTOKYS

SYNOPSIS: CHILDREN DEVELOP THEIR SENSE OF IDENTITY AS THEY GROL
EUIDENCE: “TO AKE COLORED CHILOREN RERLIZE THAT BEING COLORED 13
FANORNAL, BEAUTIFUL THING."




~ JEAN PIAGET'S COGNITIE
DEVELOPRENT THEURY

Jean Piaget believed that children learn by
actively exploring the world and building
knowledge step by step as they grow.

Evidence: The magazine includes stories and
poems written for children, which help readers
use their imagination and understand new ideas.
According to Piaget, reading stories can help
children develop thinking skills and make sense of
different experiences.
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' DEVELOPMENT CONNECTION

O DEVELOPMENTALTHEORIES

choose one to two developmental theories that come to mind with
the text that you choose that are negatively or positively
impacted by the text and make your case

include the name of the theory
A synopsis of the part of the theory you are referring
show 2 - 3 pieces of evidence & analyze

Erikson’s theory of identity development, Bronfenbrenner’s
ecological systems theory, or Vygotsky's sociocultural theory of
learning.

WHAT SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN A DEVELOPMENTALLY
o REALISTIC CHILDRENS BOOK ROOTED IN IDENTITY
DEVELOPMENT.




Lets take a look at a few

. IMAGES -
TITLES & Substitles T

your text & research

WHERWAS TEBO0K ANSWER ALLL of the
written’: prompts given

DATES & Time
periods with
explanations.

Go beyond with
Analytical Reflection

You are teaching someone who has never experienced your text about the text and what is going on.
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